December 1, 2025

Dear Friend,

As we near the end of 2025, | recall a memory from 26 years ago this month: | was in my
nursery with my three babies, knitting a blanket and wondering, “Who should I give this to
when I finish?” Close friends had made blankets for my children, and | watched how those
blankets brought them so much peace and comfort. They deeply loved this simple little item
belonging "just to them."

Witnessing that deep love and comfort every night was the answer that led me to the foster
care system. Though | had no prior experience with foster care, | had heard of the abuse and
neglect endured by children and teens. | wanted to make a change, starting with that one
blanket | was knitting. | finished it and, the next Christmastime, gave it to my local children’s
services. | knew that | could wrap another little one up in love, just as others had wrapped my
children.

It was then that a second question arose: "What if | asked others to help me?" And it is that
same question that | ask you today; to join My Very Own Blanket in bringing love into
vulnerability and peace into uncertainty.

As we near the close of our giving year, | ask for your support with a financial gift. Your
donation, of any size, allows us to continue our vital work serving children and teens in foster
care. We wrap them in the love and peace they deserve and desperately need, every day and
every night.

Your financial gift to My Very Own Blanket allows us to create more of the stories we hear
from...
e Current Foster Youth: "It makes me feel special," "l feel loved," and "I feel seen when |
write my name on the special tag."
e Former Foster Youth: "It was the single most important thing | knew was mine." "Seeing
the name of the person who made it made me feel like someone had my back."
e Foster Families: "It helps to make the transition into our home more peaceful when they
have something that is their very own."
e Caseworkers: "It supports us in building a relationship and trust as we remove the
children from the only place they have ever known."
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Twenty-six years later, my belief is stronger than ever: We stand strong to bring love, peace,
and hope into the young lives living in uncertainty within the foster care system. We persevere
in supporting the front-line workers in the child welfare system who see hurt and brokenness
every day. We offer everyone the opportunity to share their gifts of time, talents, and treasure.

And most of all... I still believe—and know— 26 years later that the simple gift of a blanket CAN
make a difference, wrapping love around lives year after year.

Please join our effort with your financial gift of any size this year. Your donation helps us bind
up brokenness with love, stitch together uncertainty with peace, and bring hope in a tangible

item for a child to hang onto.

Yours in love and comfort,

Jessica Rudolph
Founder, My Very Own Blanket
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